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ebastienne Mundheim ad-

mits she had reservations

when approached to create
a program about Benjamin Frank-
lin for his tercentenary celebra-
tion.

After delving into nine books
about his life and having enlight-
ening conversations with Frank-
lin experts, Mundheim developed
a show that defies theatrical con-
ventions and offers a unique in-
terpretation of this anchor of
American history.

Currently Franklin: The Story of
a Paper Boy runs this weekend as
part of the Philadelphia Live Arts
Festival.

Staged on a set made entirely
of paper, Currently Franklin
wades through the currents of
Franklin's life — from his child-
hood dream of sailing the high
seas to his adventures in pub-
lishing and politics. “I tried to
take difficult academic and eso-
teric material and find meta-
phors that work for kids,”

For the Fai

It'’s theatrical magic and history at Live Arts Festival.

Ben Franklin: Paper boy’s tale

Mundheim says.

For the festival, Mundheim re-
worked her earlier production,
weaving physical movement into
the multimedia repertoire that in-
cludes shadows, sounds and me-
chanical surprises.

is the creator of
“Currently Franklin.”

“Currently Franklin:
The Story of a Paper
Boy,” 11 am. and 2
and 4 p.m. Saturday;
3 and 5 p.m. Sunday;
11 a.m. Monday at
the Christ Church
Neighborhood House,
20 N. American St.
Tickets: $15; $5 for
children under 12.
Information:
215-413-1318 or

www . livearts-fringe.org

It's a “simple story that hits
the same milestones, but incor-
porates subtle ideas about Fran-
klin.” Equal parts history les-
son and theatrical magic, Frank-
lin is engaging for both young au-
diences and scholars.
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